MRI of the female pelvis.
MRI is a proven modality to evaluate the female pelvis. Excellent soft tissue contrast, sensitivity for the detection of fluid, and the multiplanar imaging capabilities of MR allow noninvasive demonstration of normal anatomy and pathological processes. Most female pelvic MRI studies are performed to answer specific questions and must, therefore, follow carefully developed protocols, which are discussed in this article. The principal MRI techniques and strategies outlined in this work include: (1) the evaluation of reproductive dysfunction, anatomic variants; (2) specific obstetrical applications; (3) oncologic evaluation and tumor staging; (4) problem solving (i.e., the characterization of abnormalities detected by ultrasound); and (5) the evaluation of urethral disease.